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DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY 

NPTEL MOOCS ONLINE CERTIFICATION PROGRAMME 

YEAR – 2017, 8 - WEEK PROGRAMME 

HEALTH RESEARCH FUNDAMENTALS 

 Student report: 

         I am K. S. Maharshi studying III B.Sc. (M.B.C.) in S.R.R. & CVR GDC, 

VIJAYAWADA. As a part of co-curricular activity in my graduation, I was enrolled in NPTEL 

online course by the Department of Biochemistry. NPTEL stands for National program for 

Technology Enhanced Learning. It is an initiative by 7 Indian institutes of technology (I.I.T. 

Bombay, Delhi, Guwahati, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Madras, and Roorkee) and the Indian Institute 

of science. As India needs many more teachers for effective implementation of higher 

education in professional courses, these types of practices are primarily helpful to teachers, 

scholars, and students like me. NPTEL has a total of 420 web courses and 509 video courses. 

Out of those courses, I have selected the HEALTH RESEARCH FUNDAMENTALS course 

to accomplish. It is a free online course in the medium of English. The duration of the course 

is eight weeks long. National Institute of Epidemiology (N.I.E.), Indian council of medical 

research (ICMR), has offered this program on human biomedical research. 

In week 1, conceptualizing a research study is the central theme of the syllabus. In 

weeks 2 and 3, Epidemiological consideration in designing a research study, and week 4, 

biostatistical consideration in designing a research study is the central core. In the 5th and 6th 

weeks, classes were confined to the topics of planning a research study. In the last two weeks, 

a protocol for research has been given importance. All these classes were prepared and were 

delivered with high range to students by professors – Dr.P. Ganesh Kumar, Dr. P Manickam, 

Dr. Tarun Bhatnagar, Dr. Prabhdeep Kaur, Dr. Sanjay Mehendall. All of them were highly 

designated and are worthy illustrators. 

It was an excellent experience while pursuing the course as it’s a lifetime opportunity 

to interact with the I.I.T. Professors. For a government college student like me, it was a dream 

come a moment to have an I.I.T. range certificate-NPTEL at a meagre cost. After attending the 

eight-week course with thoroughly graded weekly assignments. My friends Shahid Ali, 

Lalitha bhargavi, P. Krupani have participated in the online exam at N.R.I. college, 

Agiripalli. All of us have passed the exam with an ‘A’ grade. All the success gained by us 

in completing the course would not be a reality without the guidance of our beloved H.O.D. 

for the Department of Biochemistry, Sd.Vaziha Tahaseen madam. She acted as a mentor 

for our career and ignited our minds to complete an online course. This course has improved 

my English-speaking levels also. It is a beneficial course with the foundation for research 

methods and has laid the path for completing more such studies. 
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S R R & C V R Government Degree College (A), Vijayawada, A P 

Department of English  :  : Academic Year: 2019 –’20  

Report on Progress of STUDENT MOOCs - Certificate Courses 

By Mrs. K. L. C. Devi, In-charge of the Dept of English 

 

       The Department of English has widely organized and Successfully facilitated the 

Completion of Certificate Courses of MOOCs, of the Students, on various National and World 

Famous Platforms / Universities as follows:  

1. SWAYAM MHRD (Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India, New 

Delhi) – NPTEL, etc.,.   

2. Udemy, San Francisco, United States of America (U. S. A.). 

3. Coursera, Duke University, North Carolina, U. S. A.  

4. Harvard University, Massachusetts U. S. A.  

     The Students have been widely encouraged to register and work through the MOOCs 

Certificate Courses under the guidance of Mrs. K. L. C. Devi, In-charge of the Department of 

English.   

     The above details have been uploaded in C C E’s web site as a part of Online Teaching 

Programmes of the Students, as per the directions of the Principal, SRR & CVR Govt. Degree 

College (A), Vijayawada, and C C E, A P.  The MOOCs, Online Certificate Courses proved to 

be Successful because the Students took a lot of interest in these Courses.  They could make 

the best use of their free time.  MOOCs are one of the thrust components of the Academic 

Development of the Students these days.  The Students get additional Certification and 

Credits during the span of regular Course.  This facilitates their growth to pursue the Post 

Graduation Courses, and also for gaining Employment in future.  The MOOCs are considered 

as one of the Assessment Criteria for getting Good Ranking of the Colleges by NAAC, NIRF, 

etc.,  

 

1. A glimpse of Impressions by some of the Students of 1st B. A.  (E. P. J. - Special 

English) on the MOOCs Certificate Courses, are furnished below :  
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 1. Miss. J. Vijaya Madhuri, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English): 

 

    I am J. Vijaya Madhuri of Ist B. A. (E. P. J. - Special English).  I 

completed my MOOCs Programmes from the following platforms:  

1. Harvard University on the topic ‘Shakespeare's Othello: The Moor’ 

which is three weeks program, 2. Duke University, U S A on the Topic 

“English Composition”, a ten weeks’ program and 3. Two Udemy 

Courses : i. Master Your Negotiating Skills and ii. “The 9 N L P Keys to 

an Achievable Outcome”.  4. SWAYAM - M H R D Course on “Enhancing 

Soft Skills and Personality”.       

     I am really enthusiastic about the works of William Shakespeare, the world famous 

playwright. His works are timeless and relatable to every generation.  His play Othello: the 

moor is based on the enduring themes of racism, love, jealousy, betrayal, revenge and 

repentance.  It satisfies all the emotions of humans.   

     Othello is a tragedy by William Shakespeare to have been written in 1603. The play is the 

pioneering explanation of racial prejudice.  Throughout the play good-natured characters 

make rash decisions based on the jealousy that they feel, most notably Othello. Finally at the 

end, Othello learns the truth that he killed the ever-faithful Desdemona (wife of othello) for no 

good reason and he decides to end his own life. 

     Thus, William Shakespeare perfectly represented the idea of 'tragic hero' in Othello.  

     This entire course is composed by quiz, assignments and reviews.. It is also designed to 

learn the history of Venice by showing some historical portrays and artistic monuments. It is 

really my pleasure to learn this beautiful play by this amazing worthy platform. 

      I am really thankful to experience this high quality education. I wish and hope that I will do 

many more courses like this. I have done this course under the guidance of madam Mrs. K. 

L. C. Devi, In-charge of the Department of English. 

.  . 

 2. Miss. Mahadevi, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English): 

 

   I am Mahadevi, student of Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English).  As a 

student of Literature, I have done a MOOC of Harvard University on the 

topic ‘Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice: Shylock’ with the 

wonderful encouragement of my Lecturer Mrs. K. L. C. Devi. I have 

completed four weeks of my course with ease because of great interest 

created after starting the course. The Course consists of six  Sections. 

     This course not only gives us tasks but also finds out why we are interested in doing this 

course and what are the reasons to choose this kind of online course to help us in the way 

we need this course.   

      In every part we have videos lessons based on the play and along with that the History of 

the place basing on which the play has been written.  We also find script and pictures of the 
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play which help us to imagine how the play goes on.  And also these scripts help us in knowing 

how well we can use some expressions or phrases in our day to day life.  Every section 

consists of Assignments that should be done by us basing on the part of the play which we 

have read and our assignments are also assessed by other learners of the course and 

feedback also is given to us by them to rectify our mistakes and to improve our skills of 

language and literature.  

     This course can be done by us any time, at any place with our comfort and basing on our 

availability of time.  These online courses were best source to students like us to learn 

anything, anytime. In other words this course is best to learn new things and to develop skills 

of language and literary interests.  We are further looking to do many courses like this with 

the help of our wonderful Lecturer.  I wish to express that I have also completed my MOOC 

from Duke University, Coursera, SWAYAM, etc.  

    This Lockdown period has been best utilized by us, the students of SRR and CVR 

Government Degree College (A), Vijayawada, with help of our dedicated Lecturer of English, 

Mrs. K. L. C. Devi Madam.  

.   .  

 3. Mr. R.  Ajay Kumar, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English) : 

 

   I, Ajay Kumar. Rentala, did my MOOCS program from Duke University 

on the topic “ENGLISH COMPOSITION-I”. This enthusing online course 

lasts for ten weeks, which extracted the best out of me. I really took lot of 

interest and great passion to build English linguistic skills. The completion 

of course requires enormous strength and huge investment of 

irretrievable element of time. 

   Believe it or not, it brought out the best outcome my intellectual quest. It makes me glad to 

earn a certificate from Duke University. 

 The course is composed with the following criteria of completing to watch video 

lessons, readings, and participation in group discussions, peer graded assignments and 

reviewing your peers. It would certainly germinate a learning sensation intrinsically. The 

content of the course includes the learning characteristics of our own writing process, the skill 

of reading critically, conventions of academic writing, integration of evidences and citing 

references, providing revision strategies, annotated bibliography, paragraph unity, cohesion, 

crafting powerful prose and op-ed, case study, and peer reviews. There are also course 

instructors to accommodate us with concise writings. The weekly assignments, setting dead- 

lines, reviews would prepare you for the subsequent weeks. I wish to express that I have also 

completed my MOOCs from Harvard University, SWAYAM – NPTEL, etc. 

  I wish to continue this type of MOOCS certificate courses in future also under the 

guidance of Madam Mrs. K L C Devi, department of English. I am sincerely indebted for her 

guidance, sparing time and energy and constant reminders of the course enrolment and its 

continuity and completion. 



4 
 

 

  

.  . 

 4. Mr. G. Anand Varma, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English) : 

 

   I am Mr. G Anand Varma, a stdent of  I st B. A. (EPJ) in SRR&CVR 

GOVT. DEGREE COLLEGE, Vijayawada. I want to share my worthy 

experiences about COURSERA of Duke University, North Carolina. First 

I would like to convey my gratitude towards the English Department of 

our college especially to our Incharge of the English. Department Mrs. K. 

L. C. Devi Madam for guiding us about the MOOCs programmes.  

     Duke University of North Carolina offered an online MOOC programme "English 

Composition " which was taught by the Resource Person Dr. Denise Comer, Associate 

Professor (Thompson Writing programme) of Duke University.  I wish to add that I have also 

completed my MOOCs from 1. Harvard University, U S A. on the topic “Shakespeare’s 

Othello: The Moor”, 2. SWAYAM – N P T E L , “Enhancing Soft Skills and Personality”, 3. 

Udemy Course, “English for Beginners: Intensive English Speaking Course”, and 4. Udemy 

Course, “How to Build Confidence in Your Abilities”.    

     Mrs. K L C Devi Madam had encouraged us to register for the programme. Madam guided 

us at every stage of these programs.  We registered and started doing the course and 

felt  great experience by learning from various worldclass faculty. It is an admirable course 

program. The Main motto of the programme is to prove ourselves as a perfect writer. It 

consists of different tasks such as 'Visual analysis, Discussion forums, Op-Ed, Case study, 

Peer grade reviews etc., which help us  to develop our English Language ,Lliterature and 

Llinguistic skills.  

     The Duke University  award grades too. Iam happy to say, I was awarded atmost high 

score. Successfully, I had completed the course and received an  excellence certificate with 

92% from Duke University, North Carolina on 01-04-2020.Really I felt a great and wonderful 

experience by doing the course. Undoubtedly, I have gained much Linguistic skills than 

routine subject skills. Ultimately, it was a Magnum Opus. I am concluding my experience by 

thanking the Prinicpal of SRR & CVR Govt. Degree College (A), Dr. Velaga Joshi Sir; and In-

charge of the Department of English, Mrs. K. L. C. Devi Madam.  I am curious to do many 

more Online  MOOC programmes and Courses. 

.  . 
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 5. Miss. D. Dharani, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English) : 

 

    I am D. Dharani, studying I B.A (EPJ) in SRR and CVR Govtt Degree 

College (A) Vijayawada. I did my MOOC program from Harvard 

University on the topic" William Shakespeare's Life and Work". I 

completed my program for 4 weeks. I really took a lot of interest in this 

program. Because I learned much about William Shakespeare the world 

famous playwright and actor and about   his play ‘Richard II’. I wish to 

express that I have also completed my MOOC from Duke University of 

Coursera, SWAYAM – NPTEL, etc.  

 

     Shakespeare’s play, Richard II is a historical play that depicts the common power struggle 

for the throne and Richards attempts to establish his rule. However  the Central plot 

commences with Richard II seizing the estates of John of gaunt after his death. His son Henry 

Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford, attempts to retrieve his inheritance from the king 

     I would like to convey my gratitude towards our in charge of the English department Mrs. 

K. L. C. Devi madam who encourages us every moment. Because of her we are doing this 

course. Mrs. K. L. C. Devi madam had encouraged us to register for the programme. We 

registered and started doing the course and felt great experience by learning from 

various  world class faculty. The main motto of the the programme is to prove ourselves as a 

perfect writer. It consists of different tasks which help us to develop our skills. Successfully I 

had completed the course and received and certificate from Harvard University. Really I felt 

wonderful experience doing the course. This article is about the poet and playwright. 

     William Shakespeare was born on 26th April 1564. He was an English poet, playwright, 

and actor, widely regarded as the the greatest writer in the English language and the world's 

greatest dramatist. He is often called England's national poet and the," Bard of Avon". His 

extent works, including collaborations, consist of some 39 plays, 154 sonnets, two long 

narrative poems, and a few others verses, some of uncertain authorship. His plays have been 

translated into every major leaving language and are performed more often than those of any 

other playwright. 

     There are many individual themes from Shakespeare's plays. Common  themes I can think 

of would be: 

1. Betrayal/Deception- Julius Caesar, Troilus, and Cressida, Cymbeline, Macbeth, King Lear, 

Othello, The winter's Tale, As you like It, Hamlet, much Ado about Nothing, A Midsummer 

Night's Dream, All's well That ends well, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Troilus and Cressida. 

Henry IV part.1, Henry IV partt.2, Richard II etc. 

2. Revenge- Hamlet, a midsummer nights dream, Othello, Julics Caesar, Twelfth night, Titus 

Andronicus Antony and Cleopatra, Timon of Athens. 

3. The price of Ambition- Richard III, Macbeth, Julius Caesar, Cymbeline Titus Andronicus, 

King Lear, king John, much Ado About Nothing, Antony and Cleopatra, Richard II, Henry v, 

Henry IV pt.1, The Tempest. 
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4. Women in society- The Taming of the shrew, Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, the Merchant of 

Venice, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Julius Caesar, The winter's Tale, king Lear, Much Ado 

about nothing, All's well That ends well, The Merry wives of Windsor, Antony and Cleopatra, 

The comedy of Errors. 

A theme is not a summary of a peace of literature: it is a universal statement, moral lesson, 

message or idea that addresses the experience of Being human. Themes are developed 

throughout a text and more expressed through you different perspectives. A literary theme 

involves human beings  in relationship to society, nature and themselves as individuals.   

     I wish to continue this type of MOOCs in future also in the guidance of madam Mrs. K. L. 

C. Devi, In-charge Department of English. It is our boon to have Mrs. K. L. C. Devi madam as 

our Lecturer in English.  We are very proud to be her students. 

.   . 

 6. Miss. K. Sai Ramya, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English) : 

 

     I, K. Sai Ramya, did my MOOC program from Harvard University on 

the topic "Shakespeare's life and work." I completed the program for 4 

weeks. I really took a lot of interest in this programme, because I learned 

much about William Shakespeare, the world famous Playwright and his 

works. In this course there are some exercises that helped me to know 

about the topic evidently. 

       First of all if we look into the course details , the pattern of the course is sublime. They 

look into every detail of the concept to give out the best information to the learner's. Now if 

we slide to the content of the course I have chosen"Shakespeare's life and work." There are 

also some other courses that gives a brief explanation of Shakespeare's writings. I chose 

Shakespeare's life and work because I wanted to know how he started to exhibit his thoughts 

through his plays. Shakespeare is undoubtedly , the greatest poet of English Literature. So I 

was very curious to know about him and his writings. Through this Harvard University course 

I have not only learned about Shakespeare but also learned about London during those times. 

I learned that Shakespeare wrote the plays that belong not only for his era but for the 

upcoming eras. The central theme of the course is to portrait Shakespeare's life and how he 

became the greatest poet of all time inspite of coming from a middle class family of those 

times. This course taught me a few life events of Shakespeare which many of us are unaware 

of. 

    No one is really sure when Shakespeare started writing but they think it was in 1592 when 

his plays were starting to be performed on the stage in London. You would think that from all 

of Shakespeare's accomplishments and all of the writings he had done that there would be a 

big influence in his life but really there is no known influence in his life. Even though 

Shakespeare might have not had a big influence in his life , he has influenced a lot of people 

today in there writing. Shakespeare is today still arguably one of the best writers in English 

history. Shakespeare lived a life of 52 years accomplished so much and dedicated his life to 

writing. All these are the elements I have learned from the course.  
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 There are some assignments, polling tests , quizzes , open reviews and written tests in the 

course. These are the best parts of the course as they enlighten the concept I have learned 

in the previous sections. This course helped me a lot that I have learnt many vocabulary forms 

not just for my studies but for the lifetime. 

I wish to continue this type of MOOCS certificate courses in future also under the guidance 

of Madam Mrs. K L C DEVI , DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH. 

 

.   . 

 

 7. Miss. S. Sujatha, Ist B. A. (E. P. J.- Special English) : 

 

      I, S. Sujatha, happily announce that I have successfully completed 

my MOOC on the topic “The Merchant of Venice” by William 

Shakespeare.  I have done this Certificate Course of MOOC from 

Harvard University, U S A.  It’s a great learning experience for me to deal 

with the topic “The Merchant of Venice”.  William Shakespeare and his 

greatness as the World famous playwright are well known to the world.  

I will continue my efforts in such Online Certification Courses in future 

also.  I thank my madam Mrs. K. L. C. Devi, In- charge of the Department 

of English, for her guidance towards the completion of the Certificate 

Courses of Duke University, Coursera USA, SWAYAM - NPTEL.  

. 

     The Department of English strives to fulfill the Academic efforts in guiding the Students 

towards Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in English Language and Literature, 

Communication Skills and Soft Skills, and Personality Development programmes.  

     In this Skill oriented Global Arena of Learning, the Teaching of English is a challenging 

fulfillment. This is going to be one of the Everlasting Objectives of the Department of English.  

The Department of English assures the Success, Progress, Growth and Personality 

Development of the Learners of English Language and Literature for an all round 

development, which is the integral part of the development of the Institution and the Society 

as well.   

                                Thank you all.  

Mrs. K. L. C. Devi 

In-charge of the Department of English.  

 

 






